


Cocooned in comfort, the Ma-
harajas Express is the perfect way 
to experience the kaleidoscope 
that is India: from its vast teeming 
cities, verdant plains and blazing 
deserts to its ancient forts and ba-
roque palaces and everyday details 
such as the freshly washed silk 
saris waving like brightly coloured 
�ags in the breeze. 

The Ghan, Adelaide to Dar-
win, 3 days, 2 nights www.
greatsouthernrail.com.au/site/
the_ghan.jsp 
If you’ve never visited the outback 
of Australia it’s impossible to com-
prehend just how vast, isolated 
and beautiful it is. Travel onboard 
The Ghan from Adelaide to Darwin 
and you’ll appreciate its rugged 
appeal in true style and comfort.

Hire your own carriage for 
the journey – we like the historic 
Prince of Wales Carriage. Built 
in 1919 for a royal visit, it now 
accommodates up to 10 guests in 
four cabins and a suite.

Recently refurbished it retains 
many original features, includ-
ing high ceilings of Wunderlich 
pressed metal and cathedral glass 
doors. You can eat in the privacy 

of your carriage or join �rst class 
guests in the Adelaide restaurant 
and bar.

The journey begins in green 
rolling hills of Australia’s premier 
wine country and moves through 
the sandy deserts as night sinks. 
On a clear evening you’ll see awe 
inspiring sunsets that turn the 
sky to molten red, pink, violet and 
orange. When darkness falls it is 
darkness absolute. As your eyes 
adjust, the sky begins to �icker 

with stars, �rst one, then hun-
dreds, until the entire Milky Way is 
lighting up the night sky. 

You wake in the morning in the 
red heart of Australia and have 
a day to explore Alice Springs or 
visit Uluru (Ayres Rock). Then it’s 
north again and another night of 
stars before you wake in the lush 
tropics, with time built in to visit 
ancient Katherine Gorge before 
arriving in late afternoon in the 
northern-most capital of Darwin.

Rocky Mountaineer: Vancou-
ver to Banff, 2 days www.
rockymountaineer.com 
If sleeping on a train is not your 
idea of luxury then the Rocky 
Mountaineer might be the journey 
for you.

Each day you travel through the 
breathtaking scenery of Canada’s 
Rocky Mountains– with glacier-fed 
lakes, vast majestic mountains and 
tumbling rivers on every turn. Bald 
eagles and ospreys soar on the 
wing and if you’re lucky you’ll see 
a brown bear amble in the grass. 

Designed to make the most 
of the spectacular scenery, the 
train’s Gold Service has a two-
level, glass-domed coach offering 
sweeping vistas of the landscape. 

Sit upstairs and enjoy pano-
ramic views through the glass roof; 
pop downstairs for �ne dining from 
award-winning chefs. And when 
evening comes and the train pulls 
into the station, you’ll have the 
chance to explore the cities along 
the way, then transfer to a �ve-star 
hotel for a good night’s sleep. �Q
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Above: The timeless beauty 
of the Orient Express; see 
Canada’s Rockies (below)
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