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interview

Kraft, the billionaire owner of the 
New England Patriots. In an echo 
of his Michigan experience, Brady 
was told on his first day of training 
with the team that he would be 
fourth choice in his position and 
again had little chance of figuring. 

“We already had three 
Quarterbacks at the time, and had 
just paid a lot of money for Drew 
Bledsoe as number one,” says 
Kraft. “This skinny beanpole of 
a man walked over and said, ‘Hi, 
Mr Kraft, I’m Tom Brady.’ I said, ‘I 
know who you are, you’re our six 
round draft choice,’ and I’ll always 
remember he looked at me dead 
straight, like a laser eye to eye, 
and said, ‘That’s right, and I’m the 
best decision this organisation has 
ever made.’”

A year after this statement, 
in the second game of the 2001 
season, Bledsoe was injured. 
Seizing his chance, Brady hit 
the ground running, drove his 
team through the regular season, 
continued apace through the 
play-offs and onto his crowning 
moment. On February 3 2002, 
in the New Orleans Superdrome 
against the St. Louis Rams, 
Brady became the youngest ever 
Quarteback to win the Superbowl.

Since that day Brady has 
become the most-successful 
active Quarterback in the game 
with three Superbowl rings to his 
name, yet alongside the spoils of 
victory comes the downside. He’s 
been panned for living a supposed 
jet-set lifestyle with his wife, 
hammered for endorsing UGG 
boots and laughed at for crying in 
an interview that remembered the 
day he was finally picked number 
199 on the NFL draft.

Clearly, though, he doesn’t 
care. And why should he? He 
is, as Kurt Warner, former NFL 
superstar and the opposing 
Quarterback on that night in 
2002, says, “a guy that can find 
a way to win the big games for 

you, a guy that no situation is too 
big for.” 

“Tommy’s smarter than 
everyone else,” remembers 
Greg Harden who knew him at 
Michigan, while his old coach, 
Lloyd Carr, puts it best. “No-one 
works harder than Tom Brady.”

Although famously guarded 
about his private life, Brady has 
talked about his love for Gisele, 
who he calls ‘the female me’. 
He’s spoken at length about how 
his Father’s influence and how 
he wants to be a good father 
to his two sons, Jack, from a 
previous relationship with Bridget 
Moynahan, and Benjamin, whom 
Gisele gave birth to in December 
2009.

Even with strains of celebrity 
and the challenges of Fatherhood, 
Brady is still in possession of that 
incredible drive. “It’s not really 
a chip on my shoulder but that 
feeling that maybe no-one wants 
you,” he says. “That you’re still not 
very fast; that you’ve only got a 
decent arm. That’s what get’s me 
up and motivates me.”

And it is a drive that shows no 
signs of stopping. Rich beyond his 
wildest dreams at 34 and married 
to most men’s vision of the perfect 
woman, Brady is still focused on 
the game he loves, and has not 
even contemplated retirement.

“Why would I ever want to 
do anything else?” he says. “It’s 
so hard to think of anything that 
would match what I do: Fly to 
the moon? Jump out of planes? 
Bungee-jump off cliffs? None of 
that matters to me. I just want to 
play this game, be with my wife 
and sons and enjoy life.”

And no-one, surely, can deny 
him that. ■

Left: Tom leads a New England 
Patriots’ offensive drive, his  
legacy secure as one of gridi-
ron’s all-time great quarter-
backs with 3 Superbowl wins 


